
Minutes of the National Association of Forensic E conomics  
Board of Directors Meeting 

July 25-26, 2009  
Minneapolis, M N 

(unapproved) 
  
Voting members attending: Gary Albrecht, Bob Bohm, Jim Ciecka, Boyd Fjeldsted, Ed Foster, David Schap, and Marc Weinstein. Also attending: 
Kurt Krueger, Jim Rodgers, Steve Shapiro, Gary Skoog.   
  
President Foster began the meeting at 8:00 a.m. and welcomed everyone. 
Rodgers presented the minutes of the Winter Board meeting of January 3, 2009 and the electronic board meeting concluding April 30, 2009. It was 

moved and seconded (Bohm, Weinstein) that the Board approves the minutes of the Board of Directors meeting of January 3, 2009, and (with 
corrections to the names of Marc Weinstein and Roger Kaufman) the minutes of the Board of Directors electronic meeting concluding April 
30, 2009. The motion passed 7 – yes, 0 – no, 0 – abstain. 

Rodgers presented the financial statements for the period up through May 31, 2009. He noted that NAFE had a cash balance on 5/31/2009 of 
$218,290.04, with a net loss in the six-month period ending 5/31/2009 of $14,996.52. Rodgers is investigating the loss, which stems from a smaller 
amount of revenue for dues and subscriptions, compared to the same six-month period a year ago, at the same time that the number of members 
has remained virtually unchanged. It was moved and seconded (Schap; Albrecht) that the Board accepts (with corrections to the income and 
expense table heading and deletion of three blank items) the financial statements ending 5/31/2009 as presented. The motion passed 7 – yes, 0 
– no, 0 – abstain. 

Rodgers presented a membership report. As of 6/30/2009, NAFE had a total of 655 memberships and subscriptions, composed of 585 memberships 
and 70 subscriptions, of which 62 were libraries.  

Foster presented the plans for the upcoming ASSA meeting in Atlanta. He noted that Bill Pearson is chairing the committee planning the NAFE 
sessions at the ASSA meeting. Frank Adams was asked to serve on the planning committee as well, as the local events person, as well as Steve 
Shapiro, as co-editor of the JFE. There will be three sessions with three papers each, and one session with an invited attorney speaking about 
Daubert issues, plus a paper by Shapiro on the Georgia Pacific Standard and measuring reasonable royalties in patent infringement cases. One of 
the other papers will be by Scott Gross, who heads research on the cost of injury and disease in his position as Director of Research at the Center 
for Disease Control. There will be one session on Sunday, Jan. 3, and three sessions on Monday, Jan. 4. The NAFE Board will have a luncheon 
meeting on Jan. 3, and the general membership meeting and reception will be on Jan. 3 as well.  

Bob Bohm reported that there will be one NAFE session at the Southern Economic Association (SEA) meetings in San Antonio on Nov. 22, at the 
Marriott San Antonio Rivercenter.  The session will be on the implications of research in the family bargaining literature for the computation of the 
personal consumption deduction. Immediately after the end of the NAFE session, there will be an SEA plenary session lecture by Sam Peltzman 
entitled “Mortality and Inequality,” which should be of interest to forensic economists.   

David Schap began by thanking Marc Weinstein for his help with the 2009 Eastern Economic Association (EEA) meeting Feb. 27-28, 2009, in New 
York City. The program included three paper sessions, a roundtable session led by Ed Foster on the SEAK conference, and a refreshments 
reception. About 30 people attended the NAFE sessions. For 2010, the meeting will be in Philadelphia, Feb. 26-28. One session and a reception 
will occur on Friday afternoon and early evening Feb. 26, and three more sessions are planned for Saturday, Feb. 27.  

Jim Ciecka noted that NAFE sessions have not been scheduled at the Mid-West Economics Association meetings, with the major reason being the 
timing of the meeting (March 19-21). The EEA meeting occurs in late February and the AAEFE meeting occurs in late March or early April. 
Hence, Ciecka has decided to schedule one session on forensic economics at the Illinois Economic Association, which meets on the campus of the 
University of Illinois at Chicago, October 16-17, 2009. Registration is $45, which includes a luncheon, and attendees have to obtain their own 
hotel room. Depending on participation, one or more forensic sessions may be planned for the following year. 

Boyd Fjeldsted reported that about 40 people attended the recent WEAI meeting in Vancouver, June 30 and July 1, 2009. A decision was made to 
print the binders in Vancouver, which worked well. A copy of the papers was provided to Nancy Eldredge as a pdf file. For other future meetings, 
consideration should be given to having papers consolidated in a single pdf file and emailed to a printing firm in the host city for printing and 
assembling in a binder. The next WEAI meeting will be in Portland, Oregon, June 29-July 3, 2010. Marc Weinstein asked about whether there was 
a policy about providing papers in advance for the meeting where they are to be presented. There is no policy about such distribution but the 
opinion was that these papers should be sold to requesters after the conclusion of the specific meeting. 

Jim Rodgers reported that the next NAFE Winter Meeting is being organized by Art Eubank, and it will be held in Aruba at the Aruba Marriott 
Resort and Stellaris Casino, Jan. 29-30, 2010. Two sessions are planned for each morning.   

Bob Bohm reported that the 2009 NAFE International meeting was in Dubrovnik, Croatia, May 21-22, at the Dubrovnik Hilton Imperial Hotel. 
While plans are not totally resolved, the most likely venue for the 2010 meeting is Copenhagen in first week of June.  
Ed Foster discussed the topic of whether the Board needed to be involved in picking the organizer for the NAFE Winter and International 
meetings. It was concluded that there was no need for such oversight, but there was a discussion about recognition of meetings by the NAFE 
Board. It was concluded that the fact that the meetings are announced in the NAFE newsletter and reported in our meeting minutes served as 
recognition enough that the meetings are NAFE meetings. It was moved and seconded (Schap, Bohm) that the Board  
recognize Jim Rodgers for initiating and organizing the N A F E Winter M eetings, 1999-2009. The motion passed 7 – yes, 0 – no, 0 – abstain. It 
was moved and seconded (Bohm, Schap) that the Board recognize Jack Ward for initiating and organizing the N A F E European M eetings, 
2004-2007, Patrick Anderson for organizing these meetings in 2008, and Barry Ben-Zion for organizing these meetings in 2009. The motion 
passed 7 – yes, 0 – no, 0 – abstain. 

Bob Bohm gave the report of the Nominating Committee. The Nominating Committee was composed of Bob Bohm (chair), Lane Hudgins, Roger 
Kaufman and Jack Ward. The committee recommended Steve Shapiro for President-Elect, Bill Pearson for At-Large Vice-President (to replace 



Gary Albrecht), and Tom Roney for Southern Vice-President (to replace Bob Bohm). Steve Shapiro was asked to leave the room for the discussion 
of his nomination for President-Elect. It was moved and seconded (Weinstein, Ciecka) that the Board accept the recommendation of the 
Nominating Committee of Steve Shapiro as President-E lect. The motion passed 7 – yes, 0 – no, 0 – abstain. It was moved and seconded 
(Weinstein, Ciecka) that the Board accept the recommendation of the Nominating Committee of Bill Pearson for A t-Large V ice President. 
The motion passed 7 – yes, 0 – no, 0 – abstain. It was moved and seconded (Schap, Fjeldsted) that the Board accept the recommendation of the 
Nominating Committee of Tom Roney for Southern Vice President. The motion passed 7 – yes, 0 – no, 0 – abstain. 

Steve Shapiro began the report regarding the Journal of Forensic Economics (JFE). He noted that the new structure for the editors is working well. 
Two new issues of the JFE have appeared in the past year. Efforts continue to increase the number of submissions, including reaching out to 
members of the American Risk and Insurance Association, which publishes the Journal of Risk and Insurance, and using the members of the JFE 
Board of Editors to more aggressively seek quality submissions. Jim Ciecka discussed the need to increase the visibility of the JFE among 
academics and law schools. Kurt Krueger presented a comprehensive report containing proposals for making the JFE an electronic journal, 
revamping the NAFE web site and substantially increasing the number of member services that are available electronically. (A summary of the 
cost of these proposals is attached.) After extensive discussion, the Board decided to approve implementing Krueger proposals 1, 2 and 3, and to 
defer action on proposals 4 and 5 until a later time. It was moved and seconded (Bohm, Albrecht) that In order to improve the quality and 
standing of the J F E , increase N A F E membership, improve cash flow and keep membership fees reasonable, the Board approves the 
proposals developed by K urt K rueger to: 
Add member and subscriber services web site support to its current A llen Press subscription and member management services; 
Place the JF E (both cur rent content and legacy content) in an academic online system; and 
Design a new N A F E .net web site. 
The motion passed 7 – yes, 0 – no, 0 – abstain. 

It was further moved and seconded (Weinstein, Ciecka) that the Board of Directors recognize K urt K rueger for his proposals to assist N A F E in 
modernizing its journal and web site. The motion passed 7 – yes, 0 – no, 0 – abstain. 

Gary Albrecht gave a report regarding efforts to expose NAFE and the JFE to the members of the American Risk and Insurance Association (ARIA). 
At the present time, no new members or submissions of papers to the JFE appear to have resulted from this effort but some results could still occur 
in the future. Albrecht also presented a draft letter that would go to economics department chairpersons about the JFE. To go with this letter, 
Albrecht also prepared an enclosure describing the JFE and where it is abstracted and indexed. The Board looked favorably upon the draft material 
and the proposed mailing, but chose to wait until the implementation of the approved Krueger proposals before proceeding with the department 
chairperson mailing. As part of the discussion, mention was made of using state case reporter series to develop a list of names of experts who are 
not currently NAFE members for purposes of targeting a mailing about NAFE and the JFE.    

Foster and Rodgers led a discussion about the possibility of having the NAFE Summer Board meeting in combination with the WEAI meeting. The 
pros and cons of combining the meetings were discussed. It was noted that given the need to have a day’s break in between the two meetings, 
putting the meetings together would not result in significant savings. Given the nearness of the 4th of July holiday, if the meetings were combined, 
having the board meeting prior to the WEAI meeting was preferred. It was concluded that Foster and Rodgers would confer and decide the venue 
for the Summer Board meeting. Foster and Rodgers conferred at the Saturday evening dinner and decided to hold the next Summer Board meeting 
in Chicago on July 24-25, 2010.  

Foster reported on the request he has received to edit a handbook on forensic economics from Oxford University Press. The papers are expected to be 
partly original new research and partly state of the art survey papers. The concern expressed by the JFE editors was that the research papers that 
are written for the volume would bleed off papers that would otherwise go to the JFE. But Ed Foster made the point that if he turned down the 
editor offer, Oxford Press would ask someone else. 

Rodgers discussed the requirements of the new form 990 tax return for non-profit corporate tax return. The new requirements emphasize disclosure 
and transparency. The Board should receive a copy of the form 990 to review prior to its filling with the IRS each year. In addition, the form 990 
filed with the IRS will be posted to the NAFE web site. Further, the financial statements will be made available as part of the minutes of the Board 
of Directors meeting, and these statements will be posted with the meeting minutes on the NAFE web site. Rodgers also discussed the need for a 
conflict of interest policy. It was moved and seconded (Schap, Fjeldsted) that the Board adopts the following conflict of interest policy: 
“Officers and Board members should avoid conflicts of interest. If such a conflict should arise, its nature must be disclosed and the person 
involved must withdraw from deliberations and voting related to the conflict. Actions related to the conflict should be reported in the 
minutes of the meeting.” The motion passed 7 – yes, 0 – no, 0 – abstain. 

Jim Ciecka raised the question of how long it has been since Nancy Eldredge received a raise in pay. Rodgers answered that it has been at least three 
years. It was moved and seconded (Ciecka, Albrecht) that the Board approves a raise in pay of 10% for Nancy E ldredge, effective on the date 
of her next monthly pay check . The motion passed 7 – yes, 0 – no, 0 – abstain.  

  

Respectfully submitted by 
James D. Rodgers, NAFE Executive Director 
August 4, 2009 
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